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**********************************************
CHUGACH GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY MEETINGS ARE HELD AT
TH
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 725 WEST 9 AVE., ANCHORAGE, AK

(Enter the church from the rear parking lot, south of 8th Avenue between G & H Streets.)
nd

BUSINESS MEETING – 2
th
POTLUCK MEETING – 4

Thursday of each month at 7:30 PM.
Thursday of each month at 6:30 PM.
Bring an entrée, side dish, salad, or dessert (plus serving utensil) to serve at least 5 people.
Also bring your own plate, silverware and drink.
Most importantly, bring a rock to show!
*****************************************************************************
Annual membership fees: Individuals - $15.00; Families (2 or more) - $20.00; Bulletin only - $10.00
Lifetime membership fees: Individuals - $150.00; Families (2 adults & children under 18) - $200.00
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P re sid e n t’s M e ssa g e

Greetings, Rockhounds,
Our 2007 season is now naught but fond memories. Ah, but we have permanent reminders lying about
always keeping the memories vivid, as we watch the snow pile up on the fresh cairns in our yards, and
plead to be allowed to add "just a few more" specimens to the household decor. In recent years it seems
that more matrix and larger specimens have been gathered, completely opposite what one would expect
considering the increasing age of some of the gatherers!
Now it's time to look towards the 2008 season. There will be numerous trips whose success will depend
upon good participation. Many will be kid-friendly (under about age 12). Sign-up sheets will be posted at
our meetings. For some trips, participation will be limited. First signed, first served! I'm looking forward
to adding to the cairns, but even more so to the campfires and camaraderie of the summer.
Till next time, Rock On!
Greg Durocher
+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=++=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+
made, seconded and passed to accept the slate of
candidates as presented. [See page 2, “Elected
Positions”, for results.]

January Business Meeting
President Greg Durocher called the meeting to
order January 10th at 7:39 pm; 24 members were
present.

New Business discussions concerned the club
exhibit at the Alaska Museum of Natural History,
and the club’s role at the annual Anchorage School
District Science Fair. There was considerable
discussion on both topics but no motions were
passed.

Treasurer Linda Ewers stated that accounts totaled
$52,290.83, and passed out a year-end financial
report. A motion was made, seconded and passed
to accept it as presented.
Membership
members.

chair

Bea

Allen

reported

174

Following door prizes and a break, for the evening’s
program Bonnie Hepburn presented the tentative
field trip schedule.

Northwest Federation Liaison Tom Cooper
discussed Federation issues and requested
“Rockhound of the Year” nominations, to be voted
on at the April business meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Chris Teutsch, Recording Secretary

Old Business consisted of voting for officers as
there wasn’t a quorum in November. A motion was
-3-
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Middle deposits are of higher energy deposition
and contain a number of stream derived sediments
in the form of sand and gravel bar deposits. Bones
of both Mammuthus sp. and Equus sp. are found
within these deposits. Upper deposits are of finely
laminated clays, suggesting a lower energy
depositional environment and are dominated by
tortoises and smaller mammals such as rodents.

Discovery in Missouri
The Riverbluff Cave Site was discovered on
September 11, 2001 during construction of a road
in Southwest Greene County, Missouri. Workers
accidentally blasted a 40 feet wide by 20 feet high
fissure into a large room that was heavily decorated
with speleothems. Five days later the cave was
sealed off with plate steel and three air tight
lockable gates installed to control access to the
cave and maintain the cave’s natural environmental
conditions. Seven months later, after road
construction was completed and the last section of
the access tunnel was installed, the cave was
reopened for mapping and paleontological work to
begin.

The present day floor and walls preserve a wide
variety of bone, track ways and beds. Bone from
Platygonus sp., snakes and small mammals are
found littering the floor throughout the cave. Track
ways of Platygonus sp., the only documented track
way site for this animal and claw marks of Arctodus
sp. dominate the passageways and show
widespread use of the cave. Bear beds belonging
to Arctodus sp. are found in many of the side
passages in the cave. These beds are scratched
out of the clay and still retain the claw marks and
hair impressions on the sides of them.
http://www.riverbluffcave.com/

The cave contains a well stratified sequence of
Pleistocene sediments throughout the entire 2200
feet of the main passage, with a maximum
thickness of just over 18 feet. The lower clay
deposits contain plant remains. Early findings
suggest a magnetic reversal within this clay layer.

+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=++=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+
so by mail by printing and using the form that
appears on our website.

2008 Membership Reminder
2007 memberships expired on December 31st,
2007, unless you have a lifetime membership. This
is a reminder to everyone that your membership
must be renewed as soon as possible to remain a
club member. All officers and committee members,
and everyone going on fieldtrips must be paid
members. You must also be a paid member to sell
items at our silent auctions.

If you are a new member who joined after
September 15th of 2007, we will consider you paid
through December 31st, 2008. Please check your
membership card if you are in doubt or have any
questions. You may call me at 696-4047.
Thanks,
Bea Allen, Membership Chairperson

You may renew or join at our January and February
meetings or at any later meetings, or you may do
+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=++=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+
While packing up in the parking lot we met two men
with two kids. They were headed into a hunting
camp; we were shortly behind them. I had a little
trouble on the first hill, and then Sheila and Sue
had trouble in the mud bog. After that, we headed
up the creek where we spotted a black bear on the
side of a hill. We watched it for a ways as we rode
up the creek. Then we made it to the cabin and
were very happy that it was available.

Boulder Creek, Chapter Two
June 1st – 4th, 2007
By Andre Macias
In chapter one, Sue, Sheila and I set out for
Boulder Creek for three days. During preparations
for the trip we had trouble with the trailer taillights,
but resolved that problem quickly then moved out.
We had a nice drive to milepost 89.
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productive as the previous day, but what we lacked
in quantity we made up for in quality. We went up
the creek bed to the right of Chitna Pass trailhead.
Sue found what appeared to be a coprolite. It
mostly looked like a poodle relieved itself and it
turned to stone. There were several opinions of
what it was, though I believed it to be the finest
specimen of coprolite found in the Talkeetna
Mountains.

The next morning was beautiful, the sun was out
and it was going to be hot, by Alaskan standards,
anyway. After breakfast, we packed our gear for the
daytrip upstream. The creek was low and that
crystal blue that we like so much. It took about an
hour to get up to the first area, a slide area Curvin
had pointed out a few years earlier. There were
signs that others had been in that same area
recently. In just a few minutes, we found a couple
nice fossils. Sheila found a nice ammonite first
thing.

Poodle poo? Photo courtesy of Sue Hilton

After having a break and some lunch I headed us
up-creek to the waterfall, getting a bit off the trail
but still we found it. The falls appeared about 80
feet high. We were going to explore there but
decided against that when we saw the large crack
in the ice covering the front of the falls.

The productive slide area. Photo courtesy of Sheila Macias

Sue and I had a little more trouble. After pounding
on rocks for a while we remembered that they used
to punish people that way, but the practice was
stopped as it was deemed cruel and unusual
punishment. We wiped the sweat from our brows
and went back to pounding on rocks.
We took a break for lunch; I had a beer or two as
we discussed our next plan of attack on Boulder
Creek. Little did we know, Boulder Creek had its
own plans. That sun we had been enjoying so
much was melting the snow rather quickly so the
creek was rising exponentially. We headed back
down to the creek to find that the beautiful crystal
blue creek had turned into a raging red monster.
The creek crossing that was easy in the morning
had become a dangerous situation in the afternoon.
Our plans changed from exploring upstream to
heading back downstream where the river spread
out more making the crossing easier. All said, it
was a good day.
The second day began with another gorgeous
morning. It was sunny and warm, and soon to be
hot. The creek level was back down making the
crossings easy, at least in the morning. Our
morning of rockhounding was not near as

Photo courtesy of Sheila Macias
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We spent at least an hour or two in the infamous
mud bog at the base of Anthracite Ridge. However,
the CGMS crew would not be stopped, so we
fought our way through like a well-oiled machine.
We made it back to the vehicles with plenty of
sunlight left.

We were not finding anything interesting in that
area so we headed for the cabin, stopping a bit on
the way. As the day went on the creek rose, making
crossings difficult. After arriving at the cabin we
decided it would be better if we left in the morning,
hoping that the creek level would be lower. That
night we had dinner and started packing up for our
trip out. By morning, we were excited to get on our
way. The creek level was staying higher no matter
what time of day it was. Around 11:00 am we
finished packing up, making sure all rocks were
secure. After giving the cabin a quick cleaning, I
spent a few minutes documenting our adventure.
CGMS log entry for Boulder Creek Trip ’07
A. Macias, trip leader.
June 4, 2007
We got in to the cabin on the 1st of June, water was real
low. We saw a black bear within a few minutes of being
on the creek bed. Spent two days collecting ammonites
and thunder eggs. We found fossils that I have never
seen back here before, coprolite and a large tooth of
some sort. I have no idea what it is. The cabin helped a
lot; glad it was here. Our time here grows short. There is
something in the air, our dogs are skittish. The creek
runs red like BLOOD. We can hear the DRUMS.
Boom, boom, boom…

Note the stream of water pouring off Andre’s heel. Photo
courtesy of Sheila Macias

Heading out was typical, with hard creek crossings
and deep mud pits.

We stopped for a nice dinner at King Mountain
Lodge, then back to town.
Fantastic finds and a good time... what a great trip.
I will talk about this trip well into my senior years.

Photo courtesy of Sheila Macias

+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=++=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+
Notice
full copy of the minutes will be made available upon
request. Interested members may also request a
copy of board meeting minutes.

A synopsis of the monthly business meeting
minutes will be printed in the Pebble Patter, and a
-6-
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Pictures from the Utah Trip
Photos courtesy of Dwight & Nancy Smith

At Arches National Park

He really wants some topaz!

There were people from New York, Colorado, Michigan,
California and Alaska

At the trilobite quarry

-7-

Volume 58 No. 1

Alaska Pebble Patter

January - February 2008

Membership Application
CHUGACH GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY, INC.
P.O. Box 92027, Anchorage, AK 99509-2027
Date __________________ Receipt No. __________________Membership Card No. __________________

 Individual $15
 Family $20

 Lifetime – Individual $150
 Lifetime – Family $200

 New Membership

 Membership Renewal

Last Name

First Name

Spouse’s Name

Mailing Address
Home Phone

 Bulletin Only $10

City
Work Phone

State

Zip

Spouse’s Work Phone

Occupation

Spouse’s Occupation

Would you like to receive the club’s newsletter, the “Pebble Patter,” by e-mail?

Yes or

No

______________________________________________

E-mail address
Release of Liability
In applying for membership in the Chugach Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. (CGMS), each applicant agrees to
abide by the rules adopted by CGMS. The applicant acknowledges that there are risks associated with all
CGMS activities – including but not limited to travel, acts of God, natural and manmade hazards – and agrees
to hold CGMS, its officers, and membership harmless for any injuries sustained while engaged in these
activities.
I have read and understand the Release of Liability.
_____________________________________

_____________________________________

___________________

Printed Name

Signature

Date

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

___________________

Printed Name

Signature

Date

CHUGACH GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY MEETINGS ARE HELD AT
TH
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 725 WEST 9 AVE., ANCHORAGE, AK

(Enter the church from the rear parking lot, south of 8th Avenue between G & H Streets.)
nd

BUSINESS MEETING – 2
th
POTLUCK MEETING – 4

Thursday of each month at 7:30 PM.
Thursday of each month at 6:30 PM.
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